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THE MISTLETOE. 

(Viscum Album.) 

Class, Dioecia. Order, Tetranclria. N. O., Loranthese. 

This is a parasite, growing mostly on apple trees, 
although it is occasionally found on oak, lime, and 
maple, the leaves are oblong lance shaped, the 
stems forked, and the heads of the flowers are 
seated in the axils of the leaves, and are succeeded 
by white berries. The whole plant is of a yellow 
hue, thick and succulent ; birdlime is made from 
the bark and berries. This plant was sacred to 
our ancestors, the Druids believed it to be the pe- 
culiar gift of heaven, and that it contained a divine 
virtue. It was therefore sought for on the oak on 
the sixth day of the moon with great earnestness 
and anxiety, and its discovery was hailed with rap- 
tures of joy. As soon as the Druids were informed 
of the fortunate discovery, they commenced their 
sacrifices under the oak, to which they fastened 
two white bulls by the horns. The Arch Druid, 
attended by a great number of people, ascended 
the oak, dressed in white, and with a consecrated 
golden knife, cropped the mistletoe, which he re- 
ceived in his robe — and if any part of the plant 
touched the ground, it was considered to be the 
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omen of some dreadful misfortune which was 
about to fall on the land. After securing the sa- 
cred plant, he descended the tree, the bulls were 
sacrificed, and the Deity invoked to bless his own 
gift, and render it efficacious for those distempers 
or which it should be administered. The branches 
ot the mistletoe were dipped in water by the prin- 
cipal Druid, and parted among the people, as a 
preservative against witchcraft and diseases— In 
Scandinavian mytholgy, Loke, the evil spirit is 
said t° have made the arrow of mistletoe branches 
with which he wounded Balder, (Apollo,) who 
was charmed against injury from every thing which 
sprang from earth, fire, or water; but the mistletoe, 
springing from neither, was found to be fatal, and 
Balder was not restored to the world till by a 
general intercession of the other gods. The magi 
cal properties of the mistletoe are mentioned both 
by Virgil and Ovid. In the dark ages a similar 
opinion of its power prevailed ; and even to the 
present day, the peasants of Holstein, and some 
other countries, call the mistletoe the “ spectre’s 
wand, from the belief that holding a branch of 
mistletoe, will not only enable a man to see ghosts 
but to force him to speak to them. In the feudal’ 
ages it was gathered with great solemnity on 
Christmas eve, and hung up in the great hall of 
dwellings with shouts and rejoicing 

“On Christmas eve the bells were runt. 

On Christmas eve the mass was sun^j ’ 

*34 2 b 



HALIFAX, 1851 CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN 


Octavo 


